FORCED TRANSFERS IN BC’S PUBLICLY
FUNDED HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

www.dyingwithdignity.ca

Dear DWDC volunteers and supporters in British Columbia,
In 2017, two brave Canadians, Nicole Gladu and Jean Truchon, argued provincial and federal
rules requiring individuals be “at end of life” or have a “reasonably foreseeable death” to be
eligible for medical assistance in dying (MAID) unfairly discriminated against them on the
basis of their medical conditions. In September 2019, the Quebec Superior Court agreed, and
ruled the restrictions infringed their Section 7 Charter right to life, liberty and security of the
person. Justice Baudouin also found that the rules violate the plaintiffs’ Section 15 right to
equal treatment under the law.
Bill C-7, in addition to removal of the reasonably foreseeable death criterion, honours the
advocacy of another courageous Canadian who challenged legislators to fix a major flaw in
the law. Bill C-7’s waiver of final consent is in honour of Audrey Parker, who was forced to
have her MAID provision earlier because she feared her illness would progress to the point
that she would not be able to provide consent on her scheduled MAID date.
It’s clear Canadians will take action when they feel access to MAID is being restricted. Right
now, in British Columbia, changes are required in order to ensure equitable access to MAID at
publicly funded health care facilities.
British Columbians’ access to MAID is being unfairly restricted by an outdated agreement,
between the provincial government and the Denominational Health Association (DHA),
known as the Master Agreement. It allows DHA member facilities to collect billions in
taxpayer dollars and to refuse to allow health care services which they object to on religious
or moral grounds. In many DHA facilities, this includes services such as MAID.
British Columbians, like the vast majority of Canadians, strongly support MAID. A recent poll
by Ipsos for DWDC shows support in the province at 89%, and three of four (74%) believe
all health care facilities that receive public funds have an obligation to provide the full range
of legal health care services. (Support for Medically-assisted Dying in BC, Ipsos, December
2021).
This toolkit has been designed to provide you with the messaging and resources to
effectively communicate to your MLA, DWDC’s position that all publicly funded health care
providers must be obligated to allow MAID at their facilities, and that the government must
amend an agreement which currently allows some taxpayer funded health care facilities to
refuse to allow services they object to.
With your support, we can help remove unnecessary barriers to British Columbians’ right to
access MAID services. I hope you will consider supporting this important campaign.
Thank you again,

Helen Long
CEO
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ENGAGING WITH YOUR MEMBER OF
THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (MLA)
Who is your MLA?
If you don’t know who your MLA is, an easy way to find out is by visiting www.leg.
bc.ca/learn-about-us/members and inserting your residential postal code.

Requesting a meeting with your MLA
When reaching out to your MLA’s office to request a meeting, remember that their
schedules can be busy. It’s better to propose a concise 15- or 20-minute meeting or
a phone or video call than to be turned down for requesting an hour of their time.
A call from a constituent makes a real impact. Note that all MLAs should be making
themselves available to meet, so be sure to mention that you live in the riding when
you are emailing/calling to request a meeting.
Make sure your request is polite and friendly, as well as non-partisan. Volunteers
are reminded that as we are still navigating COVID-19, it is important to note that
many meetings may be held via phone call or virtual meeting platform.
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Sample email meeting request to MLA

Subject: Constituent meeting request re: All publicly funded religious health care
facilities must allow medical assistance in dying
Dear Mr./Ms./Dr. [Last Name],
As one of your constituents, I am writing to request a brief meeting with you to discuss
the importance of the provincial government taking action to protect my right to access
basic, essential and legally available health care services in our provincial health care
system, including medical assistance in dying (MAID).
Right now, British Columbians are being denied their constitutionally protected right to
access MAID at some publicly funded health care facilities. These facilities are hospitals,
hospices, and long-term care homes that refuse to allow services which they object to.
I am extremely concerned that health care facilities that receive British Columbians’ tax
dollars are allowed to simply refuse to provide services they find objectionable. I think
this is unfair, discriminatory and serves only to prevent equitable access to health care
services in the province. This practice also means that people with intolerable suffering
are forced to undergo grueling transfers, removing them from their community of care
and in some cases, delaying or denying them MAID.
I would appreciate 15 to 20 minutes to learn more about your views on this important
issue.
Please let me know when would be best for your schedule. Thank you,
[Your name]
[Your postal code]
[Your contact information]
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Familiarizing yourself with your MLA
Once you have confirmed a meeting, it is important that you familiarize yourself
with your MLA’s background. To do this, you can visit www.leg.bc.ca/learn-aboutus/members and click the link to the MLA you would like more information about,
such as how they have voted in the legislature, their committee participation if any,
and their contact information. A simple Google search will also provide insight into
the MLA’s work.
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Delivering Dying With Dignity Canada’s (DWDC’s) key messages
Now that you are more familiar with your MLA, the meeting should be focused
on educating them on the importance of protecting British Columbians’ access to
medical assistance in dying at publicly funded health care facilities.
Volunteers and supporters are encouraged to use the key messages provided in
this toolkit on Page 9 in meetings with their MLA.
DWDC also strongly encourages volunteers and supporters – provided they feel
comfortable doing so – to share their personal stories and lived experiences as
they relate to the subject areas being discussed in the meeting.

The meeting
Introduce yourself and why you are passionate about end-of-life rights, including
the importance of having your end-of-life decisions respected at all publicly funded
health care facilities in British Columbia.
•

Feel free to mention your involvement with DWDC

•

Offer to answer any questions

•

Let them know that you would be happy to provide any additional information

Thanking the MLA for their time
After meeting with your MLA, express your appreciation for their time by sending
an email or a letter. This is also another opportunity to emphasize the key
messages you communicated in your meeting. Feel free to personalize this thank
you by including more details about what you discussed in your meeting.
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Sample Thank You Email / Letter

Dear Mr./Ms./Dr. [Last Name],
My name is [name] and I am a constituent of this riding. We met on [date] to discuss
the importance of protecting British Columbians’ access to medical assistance in dying
(MAID) at publicly funded health care facilities.
Thank you for taking the time to meet with me.
As I mentioned in our meeting, I, like 89% of British Columbians, support MAID, and like
74%, also believe that all publicly funded health care providers should be obligated to
provide the essential, basic, and legally available health care services, including medical
assistance in dying, at their facilities. Anything less prevents British Columbians from
equitably accessing services provided through the provincial health care system.
I strongly encourage the Government of British Columbia to compel any publicly
funded health care provider to allow MAID at their facilities. It should amend the
agreement it has with the Denominational Health Authority that allows publicly funded
health care providers to refuse to allow MAID, or any other health care services they
find objectionable, from being provided at their facilities because they conflict with the
facility’s moral or religious beliefs.
I hope I can count on your support to make this happen. If I can provide any additional
information, please do not hesitate to let me know.
Sincerely,
[Your name]
[Your postal code]
[Your contact information]
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DWDC’S POSITION ON MAID AT PUBLICLY
FUNDED HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
Dying With Dignity Canada position on MAID at publicly funded health care
facilities: All publicly funded health care facilities should allow medical
assistance in dying (MAID) at their facilities. Health care facilities that receive
public funds and refuse to allow services they object to serve only to prevent
equitable access to British Columbia’s health care system.
We call on the Government of British Columbia to compel all publicly funded
health care facilities to allow medical assistance in dying at their facilities. We
also encourage amendment of the Master Agreement between the provincial
government and the Denominational Health Association (DHA) that allows health
care providers to refuse to allow MAID at their facilities.
•

6 out of 10 British Columbians are aware MAID is legal in Canada and subject
to certain conditions

•

89% of British Columbians support the Supreme Court’s 2015 ruling that
recognized Canadians’ right to access medical assistance in dying (MAID)

•

Three quarters of British Columbians (74%) believe all publicly funded health
care facilities have an obligation to provide the full range of legal health care
services

•

British Columbians are being denied their constitutionally protected right to
access MAID by some taxpayer funded health care facilities

•

Example: St. Paul’s Hospital, a facility of DHA Principal Member Providence
Health Care, will not provide MAID or abortion because the facility objects to
these services on religious grounds. It continues however to receive taxpayer
funding, including $1.2 billion toward the cost of the new St. Paul’s Hospital,
where abortion or MAID will also not be allowed onsite
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•

Under the Canada Health Act and as affirmed by Supreme Court of Canada
decisions, governments must offer equitable access to all medically necessary
services funded by the government

•

DWDC agrees with legal experts who believe that the Supreme Court of
Canada’s jurisprudence to date on freedom of religion suggests that publicly
funded hospitals would likely not qualify for any protection under the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms

•

The Government of British Columbia, through the Fraser Health Authority,
has already shown its willingness to step in to protect equitable access to
provincial health services by taking control of Irene Thomas Hospice in 2021
when the Delta Hospice Society refused to allow MAID services

For more information, please contact Alex Muir, DWDC Metro Vancouver Chapter
Chair at vancouver@dyingwithdignity.ca (or by phone: 604-818-9517) or Lynne
Van Luven, DWDC Victoria Chapter Co-Chair at lvluven@uvic.ca (or by phone:
778-677-1093).
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