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CHAIR & CEO

When assisted dying became legal in
Canada in June 2016, we at Dying With
Dignity Canada found ourselves atop
a new landscape that was constantly
shifting beneath our feet. Suddenly, we
were thrust into a pivotal national role
as Canadians from across the country
grappled with understanding their
new right and applying this new law.
With just five full-time staff and a
limited budget, we were fortified
by the backing of a dedicated team
of stakeholders on our Board, our
Physicians, Disability, and Patrons
advisory councils, and of course,
the 85 per cent of Canadians who
supported the decriminalization of
medical assistance in dying. Instead
of feeling limited by our size, we
adopted a David-versus-Goliath
mindset and went to work.
In the first half of 2016, we met with
the federal ministers of justice and
health, the Prime Minister’s Office,
members of Parliament, senators
and political staff — all in our quest
for legislation that complied with the
Charter. At the same time, our staff
and volunteer spokespeople handled
a flurry of requests from mainstream
media, participating in more than
300 interviews with journalists from
coast to coast. Our heavy presence
in the news throughout the year
cemented DWDC as the leading voice
for Canadians’ end-of-life rights.

BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

Increasingly,
however, we
had to focus our
attention on the
seemingly endless
barriers to access
that began to arise.
In 2016, we crafted
an independent witness
policy, partnered with
visionary healthcare providers
to facilitate physician-led training,
worked with pro bono lawyers to gain
standing in an important legal case
in Ontario, and launched our Shine
a Light Campaign to expose unjust
barriers to assisted dying access.
While 2016 was truly a whirlwind
year, we were always guided by our
North Star: the person, whose rights
and choice are at stake. In all of our
efforts, we remained unwavering
in our commitment to putting the
person and their needs first. This
commitment allowed us to do
something remarkable in Canadian
history: we were instrumental in
creating a new human right.
When it became clear with the passing
of Bill C-14 that we could not rely on
the government to protect this right,
we persisted in our fight to defend
the thousands of Canadians who find
no comfort in this unconstitutional
legislation. Moving forward, we will
continue to work tirelessly to promote

assisted dying rules that faithfully
reflect that right. Simply put, a right
is only a right if you have meaningful
access to it, and we will continue to
do all we can to expose and remove
barriers that remain in place.
So while we should all celebrate
our successes in 2016, the
entrenchment and implementation
of a new human right is a longterm journey. We are honoured to
have you lead us on the way.

Jack Pasht, Chair
Shanaaz Gokool, CEO
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DWDC National Volunteer and Events Coordinator Kelsey Goforth

RISING TO THE OCCASION

IN 2016, DYING WITH DIGNITY CANADA WAS CALLED UPON TIME
AND TIME AGAIN TO FILL GAPS LEFT BY GOVERNMENTS AND
HEALTHCARE OFFICIALS.
On the evening of April 1, 2016,
Dying With Dignity Canada’s National
Volunteer and Events Coordinator,
Kelsey Goforth, came across a news
story about a lawyer in Newfoundland
whose client couldn’t find a doctor
to provide an assisted death. His
client, who had already gone through
the taxing process of applying for a
judge’s permission to die, was facing
yet another barrier to access.
At the time, Canada was eight weeks
into a four-month period when critically
ill Canadians seeking an assisted death
could only obtain one by making
an application to a provincial court.
This requirement created confusion
— and in some cases, chaos — for
desperately ill Canadians who wanted
to die with a doctor’s help and had
expected the choice would be available
through the medical system.
Kelsey felt a duty to act. Recognizing
that DWDC was uniquely positioned
to help, she searched online for the

lawyer’s information and reached out
to him in the hopes of connecting his
client with a willing physician. While
the lawyer’s client eventually died of
natural causes, Kelsey’s actions filled
a need, exemplifying the crucial role
that DWDC played in 2016. Both
before and after the passage of Bill
C-14, Canada’s federal assisted dying
law, the organization was frequently
called upon to bridge gaps left by
legislators and healthcare officials.
Time and time again, we responded.
By the spring, DWDC was already
emerging as a go-to resource for
providers and assessors of medical aid
in dying. Healthcare professionals who
were willing to provide assisted dying,
but had questions about the process,
turned to us and our network of doctors
for the answers. In response, we became
the first organization to facilitate
national physician-led training webinars
on assisted dying, where pioneers like
Vancouver’s Dr. Ellen Wiebe could share
their knowledge with their peers.

And when doctors needed help
navigating the often confusing
parameters in Bill C-14, they turned to
us again. Just a few weeks after the bill
passed through Parliament, we began
hearing from doctors who found a
surprising stumbling block in the law:
the need for independent witnesses.
Leaning heavily on the expertise of our
chapters, DWDC was able to develop
and implement a policy that would allow
our volunteers to act as independent
witnesses for assisted dying. Once
again, when faced with a challenge,
we saw an opportunity to serve.
Fuelled by the generosity and conviction
of our supporters, DWDC was able to
act as a guiding light during a period
of profound change and uncertainty.
In the process, we caught a glimpse
of who we would become: still a
strong voice for change, but also a
pillar of support for Canadians who
want choice and for the healthcare
professionals, lawyers and community
advocates working to make it a reality.

JOINING FORCES WITH HEALTHCARE
PROFESSIONALS

IN 2016, DWDC EMERGED AS A CONSISTENT PILLAR OF SUPPORT
FOR PROVIDERS AND ASSESSORS OF ASSISTED DYING.
When medical professionals needed
help navigating a post-Carter and
post-Bill C-14 landscape, they turned
to Dying With Dignity Canada for
guidance and support. In 2016, we took
on a matchmaking role, connecting
providers and assessors with patients,
with other doctors and resources, and
even with independent witnesses.
Whatever the need was, DWDC was
ready to help healthcare practitioners
address the barriers they faced.
In March, we facilitated the first national
physician-led training webinar on
assisted dying, where Dr. Ellen Wiebe
helped train physicians on best practices
for medical assistance in dying. By
year’s end, we had organized nine of
these webinars, reaching more than
330 participants from coast to coast.
It was ultimately through these webinars
that a number of early providers and
assessors of assisted dying were able
to connect, further facilitating the
formation of the Canadian Association
of Medical Assistance in Dying Assessors
and Providers (CAMAP) in November.
With support from our Physicians
Advisory Council and CAMAP’s growing
network of professionals, DWDC
remains one of the only organizations
facilitating ongoing training for providers
of assisted dying in Canada. We
continue to work closely with CAMAP,
which has taken the lead on educating
and supporting providers and assessors
— a continuation of the work DWDC

TWELVE MONTHS
OF MILESTONES
2016 WAS A GAMECHANGING YEAR FOR
DYING WITH DIGNITY
CANADA. HERE’S A
TIMELINE OF KEY
EVENTS THAT LED US
TO WHERE WE ARE.

Vancouver’s Dr. Ellen Wiebe (Jonathan Hayward/The Canadian Press)
helped jumpstart in early 2016.
Throughout the year, our work
continued to shift as we received
feedback from the medical community.
When Dr. Ellen Wiebe recognized that
some doctors were in need of additional
professional support, DWDC launched
a series of case-sharing webinars that
give doctors and nurse practitioners
across the country the chance to
discuss their experiences with each
other. These meetings are among the
few opportunities providers have to
speak with their peers about real-life

JANUARY 15: The
decriminalization of assisted
dying is delayed until June 6 after
the Supreme Court gives the
federal government more time
to pass legislation. The Court
rules that Quebec’s assisted
dying law can remain in effect,
while Canadians seeking an
assisted death outside of
Quebec could apply for one
through a provincial court.

JANUARY

assisted dying cases, ensuring they
feel supported during the process.
While we didn’t expect that we would
work so closely with the medical
community in this capacity, the inroads
we have made with doctors ranked
among our greatest accomplishments
in 2016. From our perspective, access
to medical aid in dying will only
improve as more healthcare providers
become familiar and comfortable with
the service. This belief will continue
to drive our work with the medical
community in the years to come.

FEBRUARY 1: DWDC presents
to Parliament’s Special Joint
Committee on Physician-Assisted
Dying, speaking for the need
for doctors to provide effective
referrals and the importance of
allowing patients with
conditions like
dementia to make
advance requests
for assisted dying.

FEBRUARY 6: On the one-year
anniversary of the Supreme
Court’s landmark decision in
Carter v. Canada, assisted dying
becomes available for Canadians
living outside of Quebec — but
only with a judge’s permission.

				

THE DRIVING
FORCE OF
DWDC

IN A YEAR FULL
OF UNEXPECTED
TWISTS AND TURNS,
OUR CHAPTERS
AND VOLUNTEERS
REMAINED A STEADY
CONSTANT.
Dying With Dignity Canada’s
transformative year was fuelled
by the work of our passionate
volunteers and regional chapters. In
2016, our supporters logged more
than 11,000 total volunteer hours,
up from 10,000 hours in 2015.
Our volunteers worked tirelessly to
make change happen in a wild and
unpredictable year. They acted as
independent witnesses when an
unexpected barrier arose as a result
of the federal government’s assisted
dying legislation. They ran Advance
Care Planning workshops across the
country, made their voices heard in the
media and reached out to their elected
representatives on behalf of the 85
per cent of Canadians who support
the right to assisted dying. They set up
shop in our national Toronto office, and
when geography posed a barrier, they
went to one of our 15 regional chapters
— up from 14 in 2015 — to support
efforts in their local communities.
The ranks of our advisory councils also
grew in 2016. Our Physicians Advisory

FEBRUARY 11: Results
from a groundbreaking
public opinion poll
commissioned by
DWDC and conducted
by Ipsos Reid show
that eight in 10
Canadians support
the right to advance
consent for
assisted dying.

Gabriela Luchsinger, coordinator of DWDC’s Hamilton chapter
Council swelled from 36 members
to 52, reflecting the major inroads
DWDC has made with the medical
community since 2015. Meanwhile,
our Disability Advisory Council doubled
in size to 12 members, ensuring that
DWDC maintains its finger on the
pulse of the perspectives and interests
of Canadians with disabilities.
In addition, in the fall of 2016, we
established our first-ever Legal
Advisory Committee. This small group
of brilliant legal minds has already
begun to help guide our human rights
work in the post-Bill C-14 era.
We are immensely grateful to our
chapters, volunteers and other
supporters for being such staunch
advocates of dignity and choice, and for
converting their passion into impactful
action. Thank you for answering the call.

FEBRUARY 15:
Shanaaz Gokool
succeeds Wanda
Morris as CEO
of DWDC.

				FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY 25: Parliament’s Special
Joint Committee on PhysicianAssisted Dying releases
its final report. The
committee’s 21 policy
recommendations
reflect a progressive,
patient-centred
approach advocated
by DWDC.

DWDC VOLUNTEERS
SHARE THE
HIGHLIGHTS OF
THEIR YEAR
“I have found volunteering
as an independent witness
to be profoundly satisfying.
It is a great privilege to be
involved in this work.” – Diane
Gordon, Toronto, Ont.
“[Volunteering makes] me even
more aware of how many lonely
people there are who have no
family or friends left to help
them through the final stages
of their lives, who just need
someone to talk to. I feel truly
honoured to be able to help
them in this small way.” – Susan
Whishaw, Lethbridge, Alta.

FEBRUARY 29: With the help of two
physicians, including Dr. Ellen Wiebe,
Calgary’s Hanne Schafer becomes
the first Canadian outside of
Quebec to access a legal
assisted death in Canada.

SUPPORT FOR THOSE IN NEED

WHEN CANADIANS HAD QUESTIONS ABOUT THEIR END-OF-LIFE
CHOICES, DWDC WAS THERE TO LISTEN.
At Dying With Dignity Canada, our eyes
are always on the well-being of critically
ill Canadians and their caregivers. The
return of our Personal Support Program
in the summer of 2016 — just after the
passage of Bill C-14 — empowered
us once again to help those in need.
Whether Canadians had questions
about their end-of-life options or they
needed emotional support following
a catastrophic diagnosis, Personal
Support Program Manager Nino
Sekopet was there to provide insight
and compassion. In 2016, he received
700 new calls and other inquiries — a
significant increase from previous
years but likely a new normal.
On account of his gentle, nonjudgmental demeanour and his
expertise in helping and educating
Canadians during their most vulnerable
time of life, Nino has emerged as the
country’s most renowned end-of-life
counsellor and has been featured in
the pages of Maclean’s for his work.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
AND ADVANCE CARE
PLANNING
With medical aid in dying finally
recognized as a human right in Canada,
Canadians are becoming increasingly
comfortable with thinking and talking
about death. To respond to this cultural
shift, DWDC continues to help educate

MARCH 9: DWDC launches a
national campaign to encourage
parliamentarians to adopt
the Joint Committee’s
recommendations
on assisted dying.

MARCH

IMPACT OF OUR
PERSONAL SUPPORT
PROGRAM
Nino Sekopet
individuals who want to learn more
about their options and legal rights.
In 2016, DWDC representatives
participated in a total of 95 public
presentations and events, including
25 Advance Care Planning workshops,
that reached more than 4,100
Canadians across the country. In
addition, our free Advance Care
Planning Kits were accessed by
hundreds of Canadians seeking to
achieve peace of mind at end of life.

MARCH 23: DWDC facilitates
the first national physician-led
training webinar on assisted
dying, with more than 20
doctors from across the
country participating.

“While my friend was dying, I
reached out to the Dying With
Dignity Canada team and Nino
Sekopet responded very quickly.
The words sent by Nino were
so supportive for me, and I was
able to settle myself and really
be with my friend. I cannot
express in words my gratitude
for this organization and how
it helped me support my dear
friend in her dying.” – Sue
Muirhead, Prince George, B.C.

APRIL 14: Bill C-14 is tabled in
Parliament. The proposed legislation
ignores key recommendations put
forward by the Parliamentary Joint
Committee. DWDC holds a press
conference raising
concerns about the
bill’s exclusionary
eligibility criteria.

APRIL 26: DWDC CEO Shanaaz
Gokool and Physicians Advisory
Council member Dr. James Downar
address the prestigious Empire Club
of Canada, sharing their thoughts on
Bill C-14 and Canada’s
new human right.

APRIL

DWDC CEO Shanaaz Gokool (right) is interviewed on CBC News Network in early 2016.

STAYING ON TOP OF THE NEWS

IN 2016, DWDC BECAME THE GO-TO SOURCE FOR JOURNALISTS
COVERING THE ASSISTED DYING FILE.
When we say Dying With Dignity
Canada “answered the call” in 2016,
we don’t just mean it figuratively.
Last year, we received more than 300
inquiries from journalists reporting
on the legalization of assisted dying
in Canada. Every major national
newspaper and broadcast news outlet
carried stories featuring DWDC staff
and volunteers. In addition, quotes
from our speakers appeared in
prominent international publications
such as the Economist, the Wall Street
Journal and the New York Times.
The Supreme Court’s 2015 decision
in Carter v. Canada may have thrust
us into the media spotlight, but it was
our relationships — with supporters
and with journalists — that solidified
DWDC as the go-to national human
rights organization on the assisted dying
file. In 2016, reporters leaned on us to
put them in touch with Canadians who
could put a human face on the debate.

MAY 2: Nino Sekopet, now DWDC’s
Personal Support Program Manager,
is profiled in Maclean’s
magazine for
his work as
the country’s
“leading
assisted death
counsellor.”

MAY

Our relationships not only helped
For example, when Bill C-14 was tabled
us respond when news broke; they
in Parliament, Kitchener, Ont.’s Linda
Jarrett, who lives with Multiple Sclerosis, helped us break news, too. In October,
spoke to the Toronto Star on the injustice documents we obtained through
a Freedom of Information request
of limiting assisted dying access to
revealed that the Ontario government
only those Canadians whose natural
wasn’t tracking which
deaths are
of the province’s
“reasonably
hospitals were
foreseeable.”
participating in
In addition,
assisted dying. We
Vancouver
shared our findings
Island’s Laura
with one of our media
Phelps opened
contacts, the Ottawa
up to the
Citizen’s Elizabeth
CBC about
Payne. The resulting
how allowing
article she wrote
advance
raised eyebrows
requests
Langford, B.C.’s Laura Phelps
across the country.
for assisted
dying could
If stories like these are any indication,
have spared her parents unbearable
the media’s interest in DWDC’s stories
suffering during their final days. By
isn’t going to wane anytime soon.
sharing their personal stories, these
In fact, reporters are keener than
courageous women afforded Canadians
ever to answer our calls. As always,
a deeper understanding of what
we stand ready to answer theirs.
constitutes fair choice at end of life.

MAY 3: DWDC CEO Shanaaz
Gokool testifies in front of the
House Standing Committee on
Justice and Human Rights during
its hearings on Bill C-14. She
shares the personal stories
of Canadians who
suffered terrible — and
in some cases, untimely
— deaths because
they were denied
choice at end of life.

MAY 17: Alberta’s highest court
dismisses the federal government’s
appeal of a judge’s decision to grant
a chronically ill woman’s request
for assisted death. The ruling
in Canada v. E.F. grabs
headlines across Canada
and raises questions about
the constitutionality
of the eligibility rules
proposed in Bill C-14.

MAY 29: Toronto MP Rob Oliphant,
who co-chaired Parliament’s
Special Joint Committee on
Physician-Assisted Dying, and
Dr. Ellen Wiebe deliver keynote
speeches at DWDC’s Annual
General Meeting in Toronto.

SHINING A LIGHT ON INJUSTICE

IN 2016, OUR SUPPORTERS MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO EXPOSE
— AND START TO BREAK DOWN — UNFAIR BARRIERS TO ASSISTED
DYING ACCESS.
It’s the most ambitious campaign
Dying With Dignity Canada
has ever attempted, but it’s
also one of the simplest.
The Shine a Light Campaign was borne
out of the stories Canadians told us
about how difficult it was to even get
their questions answered about their
right to an assisted death. In the late
spring, after Bill C-14 was passed in
Parliament, we began to hear chatter
about healthcare facilities who had
no policies in place to address the
new law, and about doctors who
had little idea of how to respond to a
request for aid in dying. The outlook
for individuals who wanted to access
their choice was murky at best.
We at DWDC knew these barriers
to access would remain in place
unless they were brought out of the
shadows. As the go-to organization

JUNE 6: The
Supreme Court’s
historic Carter
decision comes
into effect,
removing Canada’s
decades-old ban
on assisted dying.

JUNE

defending Canadians’ end-of-life
rights, we were well-positioned to
play the role of watchdog, but this job
was simply too big for us to do on our
own. So we put out a call for help.
Officially launched in November,
Shine a Light is a campaign to engage
our supporters to tell us about the
unfair barriers to assisted dying
access they’ve discovered in their own
communities. In turn, we make the
findings public, empowering Canadians
with the information they need to
start building a healthcare system that
treats end-of-life choice as a right,
not just a privilege available only to
the wealthy and well-connected.
So what have our supporters done
to Shine a Light on early barriers to
assisted dying access? For one, they
have begun calling local healthcare
institutions to ask about their policies

JUNE 9: DWDC successfully
convinces key members of the
Senate to block a disastrous
proposed amendment to Bill
C-14 that would have
required desperately
ill Canadians to
apply to a judge for
permission to have
an assisted death.

JULY

on assisted dying. The intelligence they
gather gets plugged into the Shine a
Light Progress Map, an interactive online
map showing which facilities allow
assisted dying, which ones forbid it and
which ones have no formal policies
whatsoever. By the end of the year, the
map already featured about 150 entries.
Shine a Light is still evolving, but
it’s already revealed so much. It’s
shown us just how poorly prepared
the Canadian medical establishment
was for the legalization of medical
assistance in dying. It’s also highlighted
the harms associated with allowing
public healthcare institutions to ban
assisted dying on their premises.
Most of all, it’s reaffirmed a fact
we’ve known all along: that our
supporters, when called upon to act,
are a formidable force for change.

JUNE 17: Bill C-14 passes through
Parliament, setting the tone for the
next stage of our advocacy efforts.
JUNE 27: British Columbia’s
Julia Lamb and the B.C. Civil
Liberties Association file a
court challenge to Bill C-14’s
unconstitutional eligibility
requirements — just 10 days
after the bill’s passage.

AUGUST		

SEPTEMBER 23: Our Board of
Directors passes a policy allowing
DWDC volunteers
to serve as
independent
witnesses
for assisted
dying.

SEPTEMBER

FINANCIAL
INFORMATION

ANNUAL REVENUES, 2014 - 2016
$1,500,000

AT A GLANCE

Interest and other income
Memberships

$1,125,000

The loss of our charitable status in 2015
meant DWDC had to learn how to do
more with less. We succeeded in 2016,
due in no small part to the dedication
and enthusiasm of our supporters. Our
total revenues were $760,447 — about
$10,000 more than what we budgeted
for at the beginning of the year.

Bequests
Donations*

$750,000

*Includes gifts-in-kind

$375,000
$0

2014

In 2016, fundraising took up a larger
chunk of our operating budget than it
had in previous years. As an organization
in transition, we had no choice but to
make critical investments to ensure
the future of our work. Our efforts to
expand our monthly-donor and legacygiving programs, which are designed
to help us grow a stable bedrock of
funding, will ultimately free us to devote
more time and resources to what
matters most: defending your choice.
The breakdown of our program spending
last year also paints a picture of an
organization in transition. In the first half
of 2016, we were focused on fighting
for federal assisted dying rules that
honour the Charter and the Supreme
Court’s decision in Carter — work that
continues to this day. However, the
passage of Bill C-14 in June required
us to expand other areas of our work.
DWDC was increasingly called upon
to provide support to — and break
down barriers for — individuals looking
to exercise their choice, as well as
healthcare providers who wished to
include assisted dying as part of their
practice. We answered these calls
and, in the process, became the pillar
of justice and support we are today.

OCTOBER 5: DWDC hosts the
world premiere of Road to Mercy,
a documentary on assisted
dying in Canada,
which would air
the following
night on CBC’s
Firsthand.

OCTOBER

2016

WHERE THE MONEY GOES

11.5%
17%

Programs
Fundraising
Administration

71.5%

PROGRAM SPENDING BY TYPE
JANUARY TO JUNE
70%

Educating about end-of-life
rights and options
Supporting Canadians and
their healthcare practitioners
Exposing and breaking down
barriers to access
Promoting Canadians’ right to
medical assistance in dying

10% 10% 10%

JULY TO DECEMBER
15%
0%

40%
20%

NOVEMBER 21: DWDC CEO
Shanaaz Gokool testifies in front
of Ontario’s Standing Committee
on the Legislative Assembly, raising
concerns about Bill 41 — in
particular, on an amendment
that would empower certain
publicly funded hospitals
to continue to opt out of
allowing assisted dying.

NOVEMBER

2015

40%

30%
60%

15%
80%

NOVEMBER 22: Shine a Light,
our campaign to expose unjust
barriers to assisted dying
access, officially launches.

DECEMBER

100%

DECEMBER 13: The federal
government announces it has
tapped the Council of Canadian
Academies to study whether the
country’s assisted dying law should
be expanded to include three groups
of Canadians that don’t currently
qualify: mature minors; individuals
whose primary medical condition
is psychiatric; and individuals with
competence-eroding conditions who
want to make advance requests.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE CHANGE
OUR EXPANDING FAMILY OF DONORS AND A GROWING MONTHLYGIVING PROGRAM GAVE US THE CONFIDENCE TO MAKE BIG PLANS
FOR THE FUTURE.
When Dying With Dignity Canada
lost its charitable status in 2015,
our supporters responded with an
outpouring of generosity that anchored
us during one of the most tumultuous
periods in our organization’s history.
Since then, not only has our donor base
expanded, but our supporters have built
a bedrock of support by contributing
in increasingly diverse ways. Here
are two ways in which our
supporters are fortifying
us for the future.

LEAVING A
LEGACY

of a Senate amendment that would have
required desperately ill Canadians to
apply to a judge for permission to have
an assisted death. Without Christie’s
contribution, we wouldn’t have had
the resources needed to successfully
convince key members of the Senate
to quash this disastrous proposal.
By joining the Christie Bentham Legacy
Society, you too can shape the
future of end-of-life choice
in Canada. Having a group
of donors committed
to leaving a legacy
gives us confidence
that generations of
Canadians to come
will be able to access
their hard-won right
to a peaceful death.

Ontario’s Christie
Bentham left a legacy
in her will that had a
significant impact on
If you’re considering
our work fighting for
leaving a legacy and would
Canadians’ end-of-life rights.
like more information,
Her gift helped us make a
Christie Bentham
please contact our Fund
difference when Canada’s
Development Officer,
assisted dying law was
Laura
Satin
Levin,
at 1-800-495-6156
being fiercely debated in the House of
x26
or
at
laura@dyingwithdignity.ca.
Commons and the Senate. We were
directly involved in blocking the passage

BECOMING A DEFENDER OF
DIGNITY
We know that we’re needed 12 months
of the year. We simply can’t scale
back our work during times when we
aren’t sending fundraising appeals to
our donors. Thankfully, our monthly
donors provide the stable funding we
need to plan ahead and to react quickly
when we’re needed most. Monthly
donations also reduce our administrative
costs, meaning more of your donation
dollars go directly to our programs.
In 2016, our roster of Defenders
of Dignity doubled to more than
600 monthly donors, ensuring
that we started 2017 with a
reliable source of funding.
If you would like to become a monthly
donor, please mail a void cheque to
Dying With Dignity Canada, Suite
802 – 55 Eglinton Ave. E., Toronto
ON, M4P 1G8. Alternatively, you
can call us at 1-800-495-6156 or
visit us online at dyingwithdignity.ca/
donate_now to set up your donation.

THE GROWTH OF OUR DEFENDERS OF DIGNITY PROGRAM IN 2016
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2016 DWDC

MAJOR DONORS
Our successes in 2016 would not have been possible without the financial support of our donors and members. Together, they
answered the call in 2016 and were instrumental in helping us create a new human right in the country. DWDC is grateful for
their generosity and their commitment to defending Canadians’ end-of-life rights.

25,000 AND GREATER
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Susan Desjardins
Richard Dolegowski
Ann Estill
David Evans
Clint Forster
Toby Fouks
Georgina Geldert
Ruth Gilbert
Shirley Beatrice Grant
Brian Greenspan and Marla Berger
The Estate of Johan W. Greidanus
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CHRISTIE BENTHAM LEGACY SOCIETY
Christie Bentham left a legacy in her will that had a significant impact on our work
fighting for Canadians’ end-of-life rights. We would like to recognize those donors
who have committed to leaving a future legacy gift to DWDC. We thank the
members of the Christie Bentham Legacy Society for their dedication to creating
change that will last for generations to come.
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